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a kindred spirit and respected in him a moral and intellectual
sincerity deeper rooted than his own.
This was the man whose name was now dropped into the
President's ear. The marshal was interested. A member of the
Suicide Club? In Winterfeldt's group? Did good work in '18?
Schleicher expounded his friend's claims to consideration, detailed
his qualities, quoted his speeches. The marshal listened with more
attention. He identified now the man described as a Centrist
leader, but possibly all that he really saw was a young man in
steel helmet and field gray, dirty, exhausted, sick to the soul,
squinting down a dulled gun-barrel; a machine-gunner of '18
ought to be good enough. And so the President agreed. We have
no details of the interview of March 28; Bruening left it the
youngest chancellor the German Republic had yet had.
The selection of Bruening did not cause any particular surprise
in the political world which realized that, in the circumstances,
it was obvious that the task of cabinet-making would fall in the
first instance to the Centrum, but to the general public, beginning
to feel that the situation was more serious than it had thought,
the experiment of putting at the head of the ministry an untried,
rather academic parliamentary figure aroused no great enthusiasm.
Nor did his cabinet. It was a curious body. From the old cabinet
the new Chancellor took over the Democratic, Populist, and
Bavarian members, and of course Groener; the Centrum proved
its unity and its preponderance in the cabinet by sending an
ex-chancellor, Wirth, to serve at the Interior under a colleague
who had never yet held cabinet rank, and to the Ministry of
Economics the new chancellor's old chief and trade-union leader
Stegerwald, both of them being regarded as leaders of the Centrist
Left. The Economic party was represented by the able lawyer
Bredt, the rebel Nationalists supplied Treviranus, and one of the
most respected members of the official Nationalist party, Martin
Schiele, an old opponent of Stresemann, defied Hugenberg's veto
and took office as minister of agriculture. It was not a par-
ticularly impressive cabinet, but it had certain features that
appealed. It contained three wearers of the Iron Cross (First
Class) in the chancellor, Bredt, and Treviranus, all young men—

